Some observers claim that had external agents not intervened, Lebanon's Muslim and Christian communities would have been able to arrive at an acceptable political formula much sooner and at much less cost than was the case. There is no doubt that the intervention of non-Lebanese actors, whether directly (with force) or indirectly (with financial assistance for their respective Lebanese clients) expanded the intraLebanese conflict to the regional level and made its resolution more difficult. Israelis, Palestinians, some Arab states, and obviously some superpowers, each had some interests at stake in Lebanon and each insisted on being directly involved.
Roots of the conflict
These can be identified by two factors:
• Israel's historical desire for Lebanese water (an issue not discussed in this paper).
• The massive Palestinian presence in Lebanon.
History
Following the Arab defeat in 1967, it became obvious that Egyptian president Gamal Nasser would not be the man who would 
ORGANIZATION AND MISSION OF UNIFIL
As specified in Resolution 425 and later Resolution 511, the mission of UNIFIL is as follows:
• Confirm the withdrawal of Israeli forces from Lebanon.
• Restore international peace and security.
• Assist the Government of Lebanon in ensuring an effective return of authority.
• Use its best efforts to prevent the recurrence of fighting and to insure that its area of operations is not utilized for hostile activities of any kind.
• To protect and render humanitarian aid to the population. Its strengths lie in the moral force it possesses as the expression of the will of the international community, its awareness of the local complexities, its speed of response, and the physical protection that it can provide for itself. • medical assistance for the local population.
• assistance from UNIFIL's resources. In addition to dealing with the immediate effects of the attack, UNIFIL also:
• provided 10,500 food rations, worth $85,000, and medical supplies worth $55,000 to these refugees;
• transported water in UNIFIL trucks, on a priority basis, to villages where the water supply systems were damaged due to the shelling.
• provided tents, blankets and mattresses in some villages.
• provided assistance by the Swedish engineer company and the Norwegian maintenance company with their machinery to clear roads, fill craters and clear collapsed buildings in the most seriously damaged villages.
• fed abandoned domestic animals, and cleared and buried the carcasses of others.
• fumigated the affected areas by the Polish medical hygiene team, thus preventing a widespread outbreak of disease.
• disposed of artillery and mortar shells found in the local villages by the bomb disposal teams of each Battalion. 16 Overall, the most important thing was the fact that UNIFIL soldiers shared the experiences of war with the local people.
This brought them closer than ever before and created an atmosphere of mutual trust and confidence.
In normal situations, UNIFIL was able, with the assistance of other UN-based organizations, mainly UNDP, to deliver supplies such as kitchen sets, heaters, generators, water tanks, photocopiers and typewriters and stationary to schools, clinics and community centers.
In respect of the above work, UNIFIL prepared contract documents, supervised work in progress, took over completed work and arranged for payment to be made to contractors for work completed.
Medical evacuation exercises were carried out in cooperation with the local Red Cross and non-governmental organizations.
UNIFIL Medical Officers treat approximately 3000 local patients
per month and dental services were always provided. • Providing, to a limited degree, a buffer zone between the belligerents, reducing the number and intensity of clashes.
It also succeeded in reducing the infiltration by armed elements into its area of operation.
• Protecting the local population.
• Strengthening the local economy within its area of operation.
But its greatest success has been in:
• Providing humanitarian assistance to the local population.
Failures. UNIFIL's inability to deter the 1982 Israeli invasion
is considered by many as evidence that the Force is ineffectual.
Others, however, acknowledge that the mission's difficulties stem from the immense problems facing Lebanon that virtually no peacekeeping force could contain. The reasons given for UNIFIL's failures include the following. Second, UNIFIL's deployment and operations were in a extremely hostile environment and very complex area of operation that was split into three parts. Moreover, the consent of local parties to UNIFIL's mission, particularly the agreement of Israel, was never assured.
Third, the Lebanese Government that UNIFIL was given the mission to support had, for a great period of time, lost its authority in South Lebanon as well as in Beirut to such a degree that its restoration was for many years unthinkable .^ Above all, it should be always borne in mind that UNIFIL was always caught in the firefights; its soldiers were kidnapped, ambushed, disarmed and occasionally murdered. UNIFIL has in fact incurred a high number of casualties, with some 218 troops killed in different circumstances from 1978 to 1997. 26 Since its initial mandate, UNIFIL has been operating in a specific, complex social and economic environment. In turn it has had important cultural, economic and political implications for the wider society of which it has become part.
The successful completion of the mandate of UNIFIL and the restoration of full Lebanese sovereignty must await the withdrawal of Israeli forces from South Lebanon. Whether this will come only as part of a larger peace agreement or can be accomplished as a separate action remains to be seen. In any event, decisions in the region will be taken by the main contending powers and not by the UN or UNIFIL. In the meantime, UNIFIL can continue its important activities and can be prepared to play an vital role in a disengagement or withdrawal scenario. 
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